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Sue Saliba threw in her day job to pursue a literary career.

She has done what many writers dream of: she has escaped the frenetic pace of inner-city 
Melbourne for a house on the coast, with a writing room in the garden. 
Despite the sea change to Phillip Island, Saliba hasn’t left Melbourne behind entirely. 
Raised in Footscray, she spent much of her adult life in Carlton and North Fitzroy, and the 
playground of her adulthood plays a major role in her third novel for young adults, Something in 
the World Called Love. 
Carlton Gardens features so prominently it is almost a character in itself, Saliba says. The main 
characters attend Melbourne University, where Saliba did her masters degree and taught creative 
writing.  
‘What the novel is really about is trying to find that sense of how to be alive,’ she says.


She was inspired by her Melbourne Uni 
students, who seemed to be trying to find and 
engage in a richer world.

‘That is a trait I really noticed with some of the 
creative writing students. 

‘In the arts, you get the people who are intuitive 
and creative, and they’re a little more sensitive 
and introspective.’

Saliba relates to young people’s struggles to find 
their place in the world.

‘I do like writing for that age where people are 
searching and exploring, that age between being 
a child and being an adult where you’re 
searching for possibility, but also full of all those 
fears.

‘It’s a really rich time.’

She was also influenced by her students’ speech 
patterns. Some of their words found their 
wayinto the dialogue of one of her characters.

But the story and its message of seeking a richer 
life are informed by her own life.

Saliba worked as an English teacher at Keilor 
Downs Secondary College for three years before 
deciding to take a gamble on a creative writing 
course at RMIT.She says her early career as a 
teacher was characterised by a sense of not 
really knowing what she wanted to be.

‘I do remember hearing about the writing course and just feeling ‘wow’; just really excited about it, 
really inspired.’

Her first novel, Watching Seagulls, was the product of coursework completed at RMIT. A teacher 
introduced her to an agent, who accepted the work and sold it to a publisher.


However, Saliba said she didn’t set out to write a novel. ‘I didn’t see it that way; it’s written in 
fragments. I was really interested in just writing moments.’


After Watching Seagulls was commended by the Children’s Book Council of Australia, Saliba 
found herself teaching the course that had led her to her vocation. She built on her reputation with 
a second novel, The Skin of a Star. 
Something in the World Called Love took three years to write and is ‘emotionally 
autobiographical’. 
‘It’s really a whole synthesis of experiences and ideas,’ Saliba says. ‘Sort of a collection of my 
own early experiences.’

Something in the World Called Love ($19.95) is published by Penguin Books





